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1. BACKGROUND 
 

1. By letter dated January 8, 2016 the Northwest Territories Power 

Corporation (“NTPC”) filed an application with the Northwest 

Territories Public Utilities Board (“the Board”) pursuant to Section 43 

of the Public Utilities Act to establish a rate for Interruptible Wholesale 

Energy for Resale on the Taltson system. NTPC states, the rate is 

intended to allow Northland Utilities (NWT) Limited (“NUL(NWT)”) or 

“NUL”) the opportunity to provide retail interruptible electric power for 

space or process heating to its customers in the NUL(NWT) Hydro 

Zone. 

 

2. NTPC stated that it is currently experiencing increased interest in 

interruptible electricity purchases for heating purposes in the Taltson 

zone. NTPC indicated that it is in discussions with the Town of Fort 

Smith and a local contracting company to provide electric space 

heating on an interruptible basis in the near future. NTPC stated it has 

also undertaken to promote the availability of interruptible service to 

other retail customers in the Taltson zone. NTPC stated establishing 

an interruptible wholesale rate to allow NUL(NWT) to offer retail 

interruptible service for space or process heating will remove a barrier 

for NUL(NWT) to market this service to its customers in the 

NUL(NWT) Hydro Zone. 

 

3. NTPC stated its approach to marketing interruptible power on the 

Taltson system has been to set the price at a level that allows 

customers to realize savings relative to alternative fuels while ensuring 

regulated firm electricity customers see benefits from added revenues 
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to offset system costs without impairing the ability to provide safe and 

reliable firm electricity service.  

 

4. Going forward, NTPC stated that the Corporation is offering its 

General Service customers in the Taltson zone an interruptible 

electricity for heating purposes at a rate of 9.8 cents/kWh, which is 

equal to 80% of the cost of heating with fuel oil based on December 

2014 prices, for a five year term. NTPC noted that the current offering 

to new General Service customers in the Taltson zone does not 

impact the pricing arrangements for the Corporation’s existing 

customers. 

 

6. The Board established a written process to deal with the Application. 

Information requests were issued and responses from NTPC were 

received on January 28, 2016 and February 12, 2016 respectively.  

 

7. Intervener evidence was filed on behalf of the Town of Hay River 

(“HR”) on February 29, 2016. Information requests to HR were issued 

and related responses received on March 14, 2016 and March 29, 

2016 respectively. 

 

8. Submissions from NTPC, HR and NUL(NWT) were received on April 

28, 2016 and Reply submissions from NTPC and HR were received 

on May 9, 2016. 

 

9. The Board issued Decision 8-2016 and directed NTPC is directed to 

file a proposed wholesale and retail interruptible rate for the Taltson 

Zone within 60 days of this Decision i 
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10. .NTPC was also directed to file appropriate amendments to the terms 

and conditions of service to reflect the Board’s findings and directions 

respecting interruptible service as set out in the Decision 

 

11. HR participated as interveners in the proceeding. 
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2. APPLICATION 
 

12. By letter dated August 17, 2016, the Counsel for HR, Mr. Thomas D. 

Marriott, made an Application to the Board for intervener costs with 

respect to NTPC’s 2012/14 Phase II GRA. The costs consisted of 

Legal Fees, Consultant Fees and Disbursements in the amount of 

$8,322.09. 

 

13. The Board, by letter dated August 19, 2016, advised NTPC of the 

Application for Intervener Costs made on behalf of HC and requested 

that they provide comment, if any, by September 2, 2016. 

 

14. By letter dated August 23, 2016, NTPC stated that they had no 

comments in regards to the intervener’s cost claim. 
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3. DECISION 
 

15. The Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure subsection 32.(2) 

stipulates that: 

 

“(2) The Board may award costs to an intervener who 
 

(a) made a significant contribution which was relevant to 
the proceeding and which lead to a better 
understanding by all parties of the issues before the 
board; 

(b) participated in the hearing in a responsible manner and 
cooperated with other interveners having common 
objectives in the outcome of the proceeding in order to 
avoid a duplication of intervention; 

(c) made a reasonable effort to secure alternative funding 
where such funding was available to the intervener; 

(d) had a substantial interest in the outcome of the 
proceeding and represented the interests of a 
substantial number of ratepayers; and 

(e) has made an application for costs under rule 33.” 
 

16. Pursuant to the Board’s rules, HR applied to the Board for an award of 

costs as specified in Section 2 of this Decision. 

 

17. In determining whether costs should be awarded in a particular 

application, the Board considered a number of factors including the 

nature of the application, the extent of participation by the interveners 

and the actual costs. 

 

18. Predicated upon these and any other factors particular to a cost 

application, the Board determined whether the intervention by a party 

was meaningful and of assistance, whether the costs were prudently 

incurred, reasonable and necessary and by whom, to whom and in 
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what amount the costs are to be paid. 

 

19. The intervention by HR was, in the Board’s view, of benefit to the 

Board and ratepayers within the Town of Hay River. 

 

20. The Board considered that the cost claimed by Mr. Marriott on behalf 

of HR was reasonably and prudently incurred. 

 

21. Based upon the foregoing, the Board finds that costs of $8,322.09 are 

reasonable and necessary and that NTPC should forward such 

amounts to Mr. Thomas D. Marriott, in trust for distribution to the 

claimants. NTPC shall be entitled to recover this sum from its 

customers through the mechanism of the Hearing Costs Deferral 

Account. 
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