
Finance Division • 4 Capital Drive, Hay River, NT  X0E 1G2  • Tel: (867) 874-5200 • Toll-free fax: 1-888-332-9640 

December 7, 2016 

Mr. Gord Van Tighem, Chairman 
NWT Public Utilities Board 
203 - 62 Woodland Drive 
Box 4211 
Hay River NT XOE 1G1 

Dear Mr. Van Tighem, 

Re: NTPC 2016/19 General Rate Application (GRA) Post Technical Meeting Comments on 
IR’s at Issue

Pursuant to a process established under Section 21 of the Board’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure, the Board scheduled a technical workshop for NTPC’s 2016/19 GRA. As part of this 
process, the Board asked intervenors to comment on Information Requests they believed the 
Corporation had not fully responded to and any additional matters arising from review of the 
filed Information Request responses. The Corporation received clarifying letters from 
intervenors and the Board identifying a total of 92 Information Requests to discuss. NTPC also 
received Round Two Information Requests from the Board and submitted a response to those 
on Monday, November 28, 2016. 

On November 30, 2016, the Corporation participated in a technical workshop hosted by the 
Public Utilities Board staff, advisor and legal counsel and attended by advisors and counsel for 
the registered intervenors. The technical workshop provided an opportunity for the interested 
parties to ask questions of NTPC and discuss the 92 Information Requests. The Corporation 
understands that notes from the technical workshop will be made available to the workshop 
participants by the Board and will form part of the record of the proceeding.  

Consistent with the schedule set by the Board dated October 26, 2016, this letter summarizes 
NTPC’s comments following the technical workshop. NTPC believes the discussion and 
undertakings provided at the technical workshop substantially resolve the majority of the 
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Information Requests identified by the interested parties as set out section 1 below. A small 
number of Information Requests remain unresolved. These are addressed in Section 2 of this 
letter. 

Section 1: Responses Resolved At Technical Workshop 

1. Items That Requested Discussion, Clarification, or Interactive Engagement

The Board identified some responses that would benefit from allowing the parties to explore a 
concept more fully. The technical workshop provided an opportunity for the Board and 
interested parties to discuss these matters with NTPC. The Corporation considers that the 
technical workshop responded to the following Information Requests and that no further follow-
up on these topics is required:  

- BR-1(c)  
- BR-1(d) and (e) 
- BR-3(e)  
- BR-6  
- BR-10(i)  
- BR-14  
- BR-18  

2. 2015/16 Actual Information

There were a small group of Information Requests that the Corporation was unable to respond 
to as they requested 2015/16 actual information that was unavailable publically at the time the 
responses to the Information Requests were prepared. During the technical workshop, the 
Corporation committed to the following with respect to 2015/16 actuals: 

1. Filing the 2015/16 Annual Report of Finances (AROF) by December 16, 2016. The
2015/16 AROF will identify and explain any material variances between the 2015/16
forecasts included in the Phase I GRA filing and 2015/16 actuals.

2. Filing updated Phase I schedules with the 2016/19 Phase II GRA due by February 28,
2017. The updated Phase I schedules will include 2015/16 actuals and update opening
balances for the 2016/17 Test Year. If there are any material changes to 2015/16
information provided in the Phase I Information Request responses, the Corporation will
also provide updated responses as part of the updated Phase II filing.
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The Corporation submits that this commitment resolves the issues identified by the Board and 
interested parties with the following Information Requests:  

- BR 7 (b) 
- NUL 15 (a) 
- TGC 6 (a) 
- TGC 21 (b) 
- TGC 40 (a) 
- TGC 65 (d) 
- YK 1 (a) 

3. Revised Information Requests

There were five Information Requests where NTPC inadvertently omitted information or 
provided the wrong information in response to the Information Request. These Information 
Request responses have been corrected. The Corporation provided hard copies to the Board 
and interested parties at the technical workshop and followed up with an electronic submission 
on Friday, December 2, 2016. The Corporation submits this resolves the issues related to the 
following Information Requests: 

- NUL 5(c) 
- NUL 15(b) 
- NUL 16(b) 
- TGC 20(f) 
- TGC 37(c) 

4. Information Available Publically and in Previous Filings

Concerns were raised that the Corporation did not reproduce information that is either publically 
available or where the intervener received the information in a previous application or filing.  

NTPC agreed to provide additional information by way of undertakings related to the following 
Information Requests: 

- NUL 5 (e)  
- NUL 10 (d) and (g) 
- NUL 14 (d) and (g) 
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NTPC also responded to the following Information Requests on this topic during the workshop: 

- NUL 5 (b) and (d)   
- NUL 10 (a),(b) and (e) 

NTPC considers that the issues raised by intervenors relating to these Information Requests 
have been resolved.  

5. Issues Related to Regulatory Filing Standards

Several Information Requests were identified where intervenors requested more years of actual 
information than required in the Minimum Filing Requirements (MFR), or requested information 
in a different format than the MFR schedules.   

 Historical Information

A number of Information Requests sought more than 3 years of actual information as 
identified and agreed to by the MFR committee. The Corporation noted that where it 
uses more than 3 years of data to prepare its forecasts or where that information is 
available in previous filings, it would provide the additional information in an undertaking. 
This affects the following Information Requests: 

- NUL 8(b)  
- NUL 14(c) and (e) 
- NUL 16 (c) and (d) 

 Filing Format, Schedules and Standard Sections

Some Information Requests asked the Corporation to develop new schedules that were 
not part of the standard format agreed to by the MFR Committee. The standard 
schedules were agreed to by the MFR Committee as these were schedules the utilities 
could produce based on their accounting systems, code of accounts and budget 
methodology. The Corporation undertook to complete the table requested with 3 years of 
historical information related to the following Information Request: 

- NUL 27(a) and (b)  
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During the technical workshop, the Corporation was able to provide additional 
information to interested parties related to understanding the MFR filing schedules. The 
Corporation considers that during the technical workshop it either responded to the 
Information Requests for clarification of the MFR filing schedule or intervenors had the 
opportunity to canvass these issues and elected not to pursue them at the technical 
workshop:  

- BR 9(a) 
- BR 13(a) and (b) 
- NUL 22(a) 
- NUL 25(b) 
- NUL 28(a) and (c) 
- TGC 8(d) 
- TGC 11(b) 
- YK/HR 2(a) 
- YK/HR 3(a) and (b) 

The Corporation also responded to YK/HR 15(c) and (f) in the technical workshop with 
respect to a request for a variance explanation that was lower than the threshold 
established as part of the MFR.  

NTPC considers that the issues related to these Information Requests have been 
resolved.  

6. Other Items

A number of Information Requests requested further information. During the technical meeting, 
NTPC committed to providing this additional information through undertakings for the following 
Information Requests: 

- TGC 7 (a)  
- TGC 30 (d) 
- TGC 33 (b)  
- TGC 34 (d) (3 years of information) 

For the remaining Information Requests in this category, NTPC either responded to the 
interested parties at the workshop, or the interested parties had the opportunity to discuss these 
topics and elected not to canvass them as part of the technical workshop. The following 
Information Requests relate to this category:  
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- NUL 4(e)  
- NUL 10(c)  
- NUL 14 (b), (i) 
- NUL 25(a), (c), (d) 
- NUL 27(d) (f) (g) (i) 
- TGC 12 (a) 
- TGC 19(a)  
- TGC 20(h)  
- TGC 30 (c)   
- TGC 33 (d) 
- TGC 40 (a) 
- TGC 41 (g) 
- TGC 43 (c) 
- TGC 45 (b) 
- TGC 50 (a) (c) (e) 
- TGC 51 (b) 
- TGC 52 (b) 
- TGC 56 (e) 
- TGC 74 

Section 2: Responses Not Resolved At Technical Workshop 

A small number of Information Requests remain unresolved as they seek information greater 
than three years old or variance explanations less than the thresholds established by the MFR 
Committee and approved in Decision 13-2014. NTPC notes that its Application was the first filed 
under the approved MFR and fully complied with the MFR. NTPC remains fully supportive of the 
MFR process and the resulting approved MFR. This is demonstrated by the number of changes 
NTPC made to its reporting systems, account codes and filing process in order to specifically 
comply with the MFR.  

NTPC is fully cognizant of the fact that the MFR is the “minimum” filing requirements, and not 
the “only” filing requirements. The MFR Committee contemplated that the threshold levels 
originally set out might require revisions based on practice. Based on the recommendations of 
the MFR Committee, in Decision 13-2014, the PUB approved a review of the MFR every five 
years to review the relevance and applicability of the MFR. NTPC recommends that if the 
interested parties provide relevant and justifiable arguments that a change to the thresholds is 
required, the PUB should add this information to the threshold discussions at the time of the 
MFR review in 2019.  
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The MFR committee established a variance threshold for NTPC in explaining variances. The 
variance explanation threshold was based on materiality and a specific dollar value. In the 
current 2016/19 GRA, the $125,000 O&M variance threshold is 0.11% of the proposed 2018/19 
Revenue Requirement. The $200,000 variance threshold for capital additions is 0.04% of 
2018/19 ending gross plant. The Corporation tracks variances in its internal systems at very 
minor levels to ensure accuracy in its internal and external reporting. However the requirement 
for NTPC to report on variances in a regulatory filing must include an assessment of materiality, 
otherwise any benefit gathered by customers from the additional information may be 
outweighed by the additional costs to customers for the Corporation and its employees to report 
and explain small dollar and percentage variances, particularly in light of the total dollar values 
at issue in some of the Information Requests. 

Some Information Requests seek more than 3 years of actual information. In reviewing the 
historical information for GRAs, the MFR Committee discussed the minimum number of years of 
historical information required to test the GRA. Having weighed the costs and benefits of using 
historical data to test forecast data, the Committee recommended that the three years 
immediately preceding the first Test Year in a GRA should be provided. The PUB approved this 
recommendation from the Committee. In many cases, providing 5 years of actual data going 
back to 2010/11, and consideration of the Corporation’s year over year O&M expense variances 
from 2010/11 to 2013/14 would do little, if anything, to advance the parties’ understanding of the 
issues and costs related to forward looking GRA Test Years due to organizational changes such 
as restructuring and the development of new Divisions at NTPC.  

Based on the MFR parameters approved by the Board, the Corporation submits that no further 
response is required from it in relation to the following information requests (10 out of 616 or 
1.6%):  

- TGC 13(b) 
- TGC 14(b) (c) 
- TGC 15(a)   
- TGC 24(b)   
- TGC 25(a)   
- TGC 44(h)   
- TGC 45 (c) 
- TGC 46(d)  
- TGC 47(e)  
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The Corporation has attached a list of the undertakings it agreed to at the technical workshop as 
schedule A to this letter. NTPC will file its responses to the undertakings and any additional 
Information Requests required by the Board by January 13, 2017, consistent with the schedule 
established in the Board’s letter of October 26, 2016. 

Respectfully, 

Cory Strang, CFA 
Manager, Budgeting and Regulatory Affairs 
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Schedule A: 
Undertakings Arising from the November 30, 2016 Technical Workshop 

Undertaking Related Information 

Requests 

Response Date 

#1. As part of the 2015/16 Annual Report of 
Finances, provide explanations for any 
material variances between 2015/16 actuals 
and 2015/16 information provided in the 
Phase I GRA filing. 

BR 7 (b); NUL 15 (a); 
TGC 6 (a); TGC 21 (b); 
TGC 40 (a); TGC 65 
(d); YK 1 (a) 

December 16, 2016 

#2 NTPC will provide the 5 years of sales, 
line losses and generation data used to 
prepare the test year forecasts. 

NUL 8 (b), NUL 16 (c) 
and 16 (d). 

January 13, 2017 

#3 NTPC will provide 1 sample of a risk 
analysis for a capital project. 

TGC 30 (d) January 13, 2017 

#4 NTPC will provide 3 years of information 
indicating where and when mobile gensets 
were used. 

TGC 34 (d) January 13, 2017 

#5 NTPC will provide excel spreadsheets for 
the stabilization fund information provided in 
NUL.NTPC-10 Attachment 1. 

NUL 5 (e), NUL 10 (d) 
and (g); NUL 14 (c), (e) 
and (g). 

January 13, 2017 

#6 NTPC will provide a web link and page 
references for where the requested water flow 
information can be found. 

NUL- 14 (d) January 13, 2017 

#7 NTPC will provide tables with the 
requested breakdowns for NUL 27 (a) and 
(b). 

NUL 27 (a) and (b) January 13, 2017 

#8 NTPC will provide an explanation and 
supporting excel files for the changes to the 
deferral account balances and amortization 
provisions between the June 30th filing and 
the July 12th update. 

TGC 7(a) January 13, 2017 



Schedule A: 
Undertakings Arising from the November 30, 2016 Technical Workshop 

Undertaking Related Information 

Requests 

Response Date 

#9 As part of the Corporation’s 2016/19 
Phase II GRA, provide updated Phase I 
schedules to include 2015/16 actuals and 
updated 2016/17 opening balances. If there 
are material variances between 2015/16 
actuals and 2015/16 information provided in 
information requests, the Corporation will 
provide updated information request 
responses. 

BR 7 (b); NUL 15 (a); 
TGC 6 (a); TGC 21 (b); 
TGC 40 (a); TGC 65 
(d); YK 1 (a) 

February 28, 2017 

#10 NTPC has committed to filing the post-
construction report for the Colville Lake 
Modular Plant project including updated 
economic information when the report is 
completed. NTPC will provide an update on 
the timing of the report with the Phase II filing. 

TGC 33 (b) February 28, 2017 




