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Refer to: T. D.  Marriott, Q.C.  

Direct Line: 780.497.4868 

E-mail: TMarriott@brownleelaw.com 

Your File No.:  

Our File No.: 71325-0059 

 

 

July 22, 2016 

 

Northwest Territories Public Utilities Board 

203 – 62 Woodland Drive, Box 4211 

Hay River, NT X0E 1G1 

 

Attention:  Louise Larocque, Board Secretary: 

 

Dear Ms. Larocque: 

 

Re:  Northwest Territories Power Corporation (“NTPC”) 2016-17 Interim Rates Application 

  

The City of Yellowknife and the Town of Hay River (YK/HR) have reviewed the application 

and information responses from NTPC.   

 

First, YK/HR notes that NTPC has failed to adequately respond to certain information requests.  

In YK/HR.NTPC-1, YK/HR requested: 

 

a) Please provide the working papers in support of the 4.8% increase, in Excel format 

with formulae and links intact. 

 

NTPC did not provide any analysis of the proposed 4.8% rate increase, rather, NTPC provided 

an explanation of its overall objectives. 

 

In YK/HR.NTPC-3, YK/HR requested: 

 

a) Please confirm that the increase in revenue is less than 4.8% because the increase is 

not applied to customer changes and demand charges. If not confirmed, please fully 

explain. 
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b) Please confirm that the wholesale rate is an energy only rate, and there is no customer 

or demand component. If not confirmed, please provide the calculation of the 

wholesale revenue on existing and interim rates for each of the Snare and Taltson 

zones. 

c) Please provide schedules similar to Schedules 1 and 2, but with the incremental 

revenue derived from the proposed 4.8% increase in the energy rate allocated across 

energy, customer and demand charges. Please provide supporting calculations in 

excel format. 

 

NTPC did not confirm or deny the response to (a), NTPC did not confirm or deny (b), nor did it 

provide the calculation of wholesale revenue on existing rates.  In the response, NTPC refers to 

Attachment TGC.NTPC-3(a), which does not include the requested calculation.  Further, the 

response does not provide schedules 1 and 2 as requested. 

 

As this is an application for interim rates, in order to aid in regulatory efficiency, YK/HR did not 

file a motion for better responses, but chose to point out these deficiencies in this submission.  It 

is the obligation of the utility to provide evidence in support of its application.   

 

The main concern of YK/HR is that in applying the interim rate increase to energy sales only
1
, 

the increase may unfairly allocate more of the increases to NUL (Yellowknife) or NUL (NWT).  

Without the requested information, there is no way to determine if wholesale customers are 

being asked to subsidize other customer groups.  This is particularly true given that NTPC, in 

this application, is seeking “a final rate increase of 4.8% on energy rates”.
2
    

 

As such, YK/HR oppose the proposed across the board increase to energy sales rates without a 

better understanding of the impact of the increase on wholesale customers compared to NTPC 

retail customers.  YK/HR submit that, on a percentage basis, all customers should see the same 

increase in their total bill.  By failing to adequately answer the questions of YK/HR, NTPC has 

not met is obligation to fully justify its proposal.  As such, YK/HR submit that, until such time as 

NTPC has provided the information in response to the YK/HR requests, any request for interim 

rates should be denied. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

BROWNLEE LLP 

PER: 

 

 

 

THOMAS D. MARRIOTT, Q.C. 

/rnd  
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