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1. APPLICATION 
 
By letter dated April 21, 2004, the Northwest Territories Power Corporation 

(“NWTPC” “Corporation”) in accordance with Board Decision 1-2002, applied to 

the Northwest Territories Public Utilities Board (“the Board”) for resolution of the 

Snare-Yellowknife Zone Capacity Planning Criteria, and the capacity planning 

criteria for Rae-Edzo, Inuvik, Fort Smith, Norman Wells and Fort Resolution. 

NWTPC also re-submitted the capacity planning criteria for isolated diesel 

systems in order to have the full slate of planning criteria approved as a package. 

 

The Corporation requested an Order of the Board to approve the following 

required firm capacity planning criteria for all NWTPC communities: 

 

- Isolated Diesel Systems: ensure that 110% of the forecast peak load can 

be met with the largest single unit out of service, subject to engineering 

judgement. 

 
- Dual Fuel Communities: ensure that 105% of the forecast peak load can 

be met with the primary supply out of service, subject to engineering 

judgement. The primary supply for the dual fuel communities is as follows: 

 

o Fort Smith and Fort Resolution: The Taltson hydro supply 

o Norman Wells: The purchased power supply 

o Inuvik: The gas pipeline supply 

o Rae/Edzo and Yellowknife: The Snare hydro supply (see Snare-

Yellowknife zone below) 

 

- Snare/Yellowknife Zone: achieve a long-term target Loss of Load 

Expectation of 2 hours/year (using the SYSREP Generation and 
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Transmission/Transformation approach) at the Yellowknife load point. 

Also, for each load point the following specific criteria: 

 
o Yellowknife minimum diesel: require the supply available to be 

able to carry 105% of the forecast peak loads at the Yellowknife 

load point (exclusive of the mines) with all Jackfish and Bluefish 

units in service (i.e., with the Snare hydro transmission supply out 

of service) subject to engineering judgement. 

 
o Rae/Edzo minimum diesel: ensure that 105% of the forecast peak 

load can be met with the Snare hydro transmission supply out of 

service, subject to engineering judgement. 

 

NWTPC has provided copies of the application to all interested parties in the 

2001/03 General Rate Application proceeding. 

 

By letter dated May 14, 2004, the Board established a schedule with a written 

hearing process. 

 

By letters dated May 25, 2004, the Board and the City of Yellowknife (“the City”) 

issued information requests to NWTPC. 

 

The City, by letter dated June 3, 2004, requested the Board extend their 

schedule to provide the City with an opportunity to put forward evidence of its 

own and also requested a second round of information requests. The City also 

provided additional information requests #14 and #15. The City requested that 

NWTPC provide an electronic copy of the SYSREP Model. 
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The Board, by letter dated June 7, 2004 considered the hearing schedule 

proposed by the City as well as the Board’s own resource commitments and 

established a schedule for the remainder of the proceedings. A hearing is 

scheduled for September 1 and 2, 2004 in Yellowknife. 

 

By e-mail dated June 9, 2004, NWTPC provided responses to the first round of 

information requests. 

 

The City requested that the Board direct NWTPC to provide a complete answer 

to information request #15 in their letter dated June 9, 2004: 

 

“Finally, the City of Yellowknife wishes to respond to NTPC’s refusal to 
provide a copy of the SYSREP model as requested in the City’s question 
15, on the basis that is proprietary information.  The Board is being asked 
to approve the use of this model without the benefit of the opportunity to 
examine the model itself.   If approved, the City will be affected by the use 
of the model but again, unless NTPC is compelled to provide a complete 
answer to the City’s question 15, the City will be denied the opportunity to 
fully examine and test it.  With respect to the objection that the model is 
proprietary in nature, in our view it is difficult to see what misuse could be 
made of a model so obviously designed for a unique purpose.  
Nevertheless, the City would certainly be prepared to have access to the 
model restricted to a few designated individuals, and for those individuals 
to sign confidentiality agreements. Accordingly, we would ask that the 
Board direct NTPC to provide a complete answer to the question posed, 
subject to reasonable conditions to protect confidentiality.” 

 
 
By e-mail June 17, 2004, NWTPC provided responses to the City’s additional 

information requests, which were attached to their letter, dated June 3, 2004. 

NWTPC’s response to information request YK/FT.SMITH NTPC-15 states as 

follows: 

 

“The City of Yellowknife, in its counsel's letter dated June 9, 2004, 
indicates that it is "...prepared to have access to the [SYSREP] model 
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restricted to a few designated individuals, and for those individuals to sign 
confidentiality agreements." 
 
The Corporation is prepared to produce the SYSREP model in this 
specific circumstance pursuant to a Board order requiring the Corporation 
to do so and requiring all individuals receiving the SYSREP model to 
execute an undertaking to maintain confidentiality over the SYSREP 
model (excluding SYSREP output results), to only use the SYSREP model 
for the purposes of this proceeding, to not copy or reproduce the SYSREP 
model except as required for the purposes of this proceeding, to destroy 
all copies of the SYSREP model upon final disposition of this proceeding 
and to provide the Board and NTPC with written confirmation that all 
copies of the SYSREP model have been destroyed.” 

 

2. DECISION 
 

After reviewing the letters from NWTPC and the City, and the response to the 

information request, the Board considers release of the model under the 

conditions specified by NWTPC, would assist in the City’s understanding of the 

model without compromising the proprietary nature of the model. Therefore, the 

Board will order NWTPC to release an electronic copy of the SYSREP model 

subject to the conditions specified in the Order section of this Decision. If any of 

the confidential information is subsequently required to be tested or examined 

during the proceedings, the Board expects the City to notify the Board of its 

intentions in a timely manner and in any event no later than the filing of 

intervener evidence. At that time the Board will consider and prescribe, as 

required, any procedural changes including in-camera hearings to deal with 

confidential information. 
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3. BOARD ORDER 
 

 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT: 
 

 

1. Northwest Territories Power Corporation is ordered to release, on an as 

needed basis for purposes of these proceedings, an electronic copy of the 

SYSREP Model, to an individual or individuals representing registered 

intervenors or the Board, who have requested and executed a confidentiality 

agreement with Northwest Territories Power Corporation pursuant to which 

the individual will: 

 

 

• Undertake to maintain the confidentiality of the SYSREP Model 

• Use the model only for purposes of these proceedings 

• Not copy or reproduce the SYSREP model except as required for the 

purposes of these proceedings 

• Destroy all copies of the SYSREP model upon final disposition of these 

proceedings 

• Provide NWTPC with written confirmation that all copies of the 

SYSREP model have been destroyed following completion of these 

proceedings 



The Public Utilities Board 6 
Of the Northwest Territories 
Decision 9-2004 
 
 

2. Nothing in this Decision and order shall bind, affect or prejudice the Board in 

its consideration of any other matter or question relating to Northwest 

Territories Power Corporation. 

 
 
 
 
 
      ON BEHALF OF THE 
      PUBLIC UTILITIES BOARD 
      OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
      DATED June 25, 2004 
      John E. Hill 
      Chairman 
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