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1. BACKGROUND 
 

By letter dated April 13, 2010, the Northwest Territories Power Corporation and 

Northland Utilities Limited (“Utilities”) with support from the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (“ENR”) submitted a proposal for a Net 

Billing Pilot Project (“Pilot Project”). The Utilities stated that the purpose of this 

pilot project is to test the feasibility and logistics of having system connected 

customers, with acceptable renewable energy generation in excess of their own 

needs, sell energy to the Utilities. Also included with the proposal was a letter, 

dated April 9, 2010, from ENR to provide written confirmation of their support of 

the Pilot Project and indicate ENR’s intention to participate as a partner in this 

initiative. 

 

The Utilities stated that the Pilot Project is open to all customers in the NWT 

(except GNWT and Federal Government accounts) and will have a duration of 24 

months. In addition to this, the following criteria will also apply to this Pilot 

Project: 

 

• Only commercially available renewable energy technologies will be 
considered for this pilot project. 

• In order to keep this initiative manageable the total overall size (all 
communities) of the pilot project would be capped at 50 kW. The utilities 
will need to consider the potential impact on their systems before an 
installation will be permitted however, no single installation will exceed 5 
kW. 

• In order to ensure other customers are not impacted by this pilot project, 
all incremental installation and metering costs will be borne by the project 
proponents. 

• In thermal communities, the utilities will purchase any excess energy from 
these installations at the avoided cost of fuel or purchased power. In hydro 
communities, the utilities will purchase any excess energy at the avoided 
costs hydro generation. In Yellowknife and Hay River it is proposed that 
NTPC’s wholesale rate as approved by the PUB is appropriate. 
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• Both utilities agree to exercise the same interconnection standards to 
promote consistency and will use the interconnection guidelines approved 
by the PUB for NTPC. 

 

By letter dated April 28, 2010, the Board advised all interested parties that the 

Utilities had filed the Pilot Project and set a deadline of May 10, 2010 for the filing 

of information requests (“IRs”). On May 10th, the Board submitted IRs and the 

Utilities were requested to file their responses by May 21, 2010. 

 

The Board had received requests from Stand Alone Energy (“SAE”) and Arctic 

Energy Alliance (“AEA”) asking to file IRs. By letter, dated May 31, 2010, the 

Board revised the schedule in response to their requests. The Board also 

submitted the IRs from the AEA, which were submitted to the Board at an earlier 

date. 

 

As per schedule, SAE submitted their IRs and the Utilities provided their 

responses. On June 14, 2010, the Thermal Generation Communities (“TGC”) 

filed Argument on behalf of the Hamlet of Fort Liard, Village of Fort Simpson and 

Town of Inuvik. No other interested parties filed Argument. On June 18, 2010, the 

Utilities filed Reply Argument. 

 

TGC participated as an intervener in this proceeding by filed Argument. 
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2. APPLICATION 

 

By letter dated July 27, 2010, the Counsel for TGC, Mr. G. Ranji Jeerakathil, 

made an Application to the Board for intervener costs with respect to the Pilot 

Project. The costs consisted of Legal Fees, Consultant Fees and Disbursements 

in the amount of $7,008.00. 

 

The Board, by letter dated July 28, 2010, advised the Utilities of the Application 

for Intervener Costs made on behalf of TGC and requested that they provide 

comment, if any, by August 12, 2010. 

 

By letter dated August 12, 2010, the Utilities submitted their comments regarding 

TGC’s cost claim. On August 16, 2010, TGC submitted a letter in response to the 

comments made by the Utilities. 
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3. DECISION 
 

The Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure subsection 32.(2) stipulates that: 

 

“(2) The Board may award costs to an intervener who 
 

(a) made a significant contribution which was relevant to the 
proceeding and which lead to a better understanding by all 
parties of the issues before the board; 

(b) participated in the hearing in a responsible manner and 
cooperated with other interveners having common objectives in 
the outcome of the proceeding in order to avoid a duplication of 
intervention; 

(c) made a reasonable effort to secure alternative funding where 
such funding was available to the intervener; 

(d) had a substantial interest in the outcome of the proceeding and 
represented the interests of a substantial number of 
ratepayers; and 

(e) has made an application for costs under rule 33.” 
 

Pursuant to the Board’s rules, TGC applied to the Board for an award of costs as 

specified in Section 2 of this Decision. 

 

In determining whether costs should be awarded in a particular application, the 

Board considers a number of factors including the nature of the application, the 

extent of participation by the interveners and the actual costs. 

 

Predicated upon these and any other factors particular to a cost application, the 

Board determines whether the intervention by a party was meaningful and of 

assistance, whether the costs were prudently incurred, reasonable and 

necessary and by whom, to whom and in what amount the costs are to be paid. 
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The intervention by TGC was, in the Board’s view, of benefit to the Board and 

ratepayers within the Hamlet of Fort Liard, Village of Fort Simpson and the Town 

of Inuvik.  The Board did not choose to act upon all of the issues raised by the 

intervener but it is the Board’s view that most of the issues raised were relevant 

and will hold some value when the Utilities are reviewing the level of success of 

the pilot project and designing a more permanent distributed generation policy in 

the future.  By raising these issues now, it might not be necessary to raise them 

again in a future proceeding.  The Board agrees that the residual heat comments 

were not relevant however that was a minor aspect of the intervener’s 

submission.  The Board was concerned about the number of hours claimed but 

decided not to reduce the claim given that the topic of this proceeding was not 

typical of PUB proceedings and so likely required some additional preparation 

and research. 

 

The Board considers that the costs claimed by Mr. Jeerakathil on behalf of TGC 

were reasonably and prudently incurred. 

 

Based upon the foregoing, the Board finds that costs of $7,008.00 are 

reasonable and necessary and that the Utilities should forward such amounts to 

Mr. G. Ranji Jeerakathil, in trust for distribution to the claimants. The Utilities shall 

determine themselves the split of the $7,008.00 between the Utilities and shall be 

entitled to recover the sum from their customers and the method of recovery shall 

be addressed by NTPC and NUL at the time of the next GRAs. 
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4. BOARD ORDER 
 
NOW, THEREFORE IT IS ORDERED THAT: 
 

Northwest Territories Power Corporation and Northland Utilities Limited shall 

forward payment of $7.008.00 to the solicitor of the Hamlet of Fort Liard, Village 

of Fort Simpson and the Town of Inuvik within 30 days of this Decision with a 

copy to the Board for its information. These are the total costs approved by the 

Board with respect to the Application for Intervener Costs submitted by the 

Hamlet of Fort Liard, Village of Fort Simpson and the Town of Inuvik. 

 

 
      ON BEHALF OF THE 
      PUBLIC UTILITIES BOARD 
      OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
 

       
 
             
      Joe Acorn 
      Chairman 
 
      Dated December 10, 2010 
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