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1. BACKGROUND 
 

By letter dated March 27, 2013, the Northwest Territories Public Utilities 

Board (“Board”) proposed to constitute a Standardized System of Accounts 

and General Rate Application (“GRA”) Minimum Filing Requirements Project 

Committee (“MFR Committee”) made up of representatives from the 

Northwest Territories Electric Utilities and intervener groups, with a Board 

representative, serving as the Chairperson of the Committee. The main task 

of the Committee was to collaboratively develop a Standardized System of 

Accounts (“SSA”) and Minimum Filing Requirements (“MFR”) to be used in 

future GRA filings by electric utilities. 

 

The MFR Committee members, comprised of representatives from Northwest 

Territories Power Corporation (“NTPC”), Northland Utilities (Yellowknife) 

Limited and Northland Utilities (NWT) Limited (collectively ‘”Northland”), the 

Thermal Generation Communities, the Hydro Communities (“HC”) and the 

Dehcho First Nation, were announced on April 17, 2013. The Terms of 

References (“TOR”) was filed by the Committee on May 24, 2013, and 

approved by the Board on May 31, 2013. 

 

Under the TOR, the MFR Committee's task is to develop the SSA/MFR, on a 

consensus basis, to be adopted and used by regulated utilities in the 

Northwest Territories. Each Utility's SSA must facilitate meaningful 

comparison of data, across utilities. The MFR for GRAs are to facilitate and 

enhance informed, evidence based regulation of public utilities in the 

Northwest Territories while facilitating the achievement of regulatory and 

process efficiencies. The MFR Committee's mandate is also to determine 

guidelines and timelines for transitioning and implementation of the 
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SSA/MFR. 

 

By e-mail dated September 16, 2014, the MFR Committee submitted its 

consensus report to the Board. This report was later amended on October 

29, 2014. The September 16, 2014 MFR Report (as amended October 29, 

2014) together with Appendices thereto was submitted to the Board by the 

MFR Committee Chair for approval, on October 29, 2014. 

 

The Board issued Decision 16-2014, dated November 24, 2014 approving 

the MFR Committee Report. 

 

HC participated as an intervener in the proceeding. 
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2. APPLICATION 
 

By letter dated January 14, 2015, the Counsel for HC, Mr. Thomas D 

Marriott, made an Application to the Board for intervener costs with respect 

to Standardized System of Account and GRA Minimum Filing Requirements 

Report. The costs consisted of Legal Fees, Consultant Fees and 

Disbursements in the amount of $10,657.03. 

 

The Board, by letter dated January 15, 2015, advised Northland and NTPC 

of the Application for Intervener Costs made on behalf of HC and requested 

that they provide comment, if any, by January 29, 2015. 

 

By letter dated January 22, 2015, Northland stated that it has reviewed the 

application and found the costs submitted reasonable and in accordance with 

the Board’s Scale of Costs. 

 

By letter dated January 29, 2015, NTPC stated the following: 

 

Recognizing that the SSA/MFR working group was applicable to both 
Northland Utilities and NTPC, and considering the amount of 
intervention was approximately equal for both utilities, the Board might 
consider these costs at 50% for each utility. 
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3. DECISION 
 

The Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure subsection 32.(2) stipulates 

that: 

 

“(2) The Board may award costs to an intervener who 
 

(a) made a significant contribution which was relevant to the 
proceeding and which lead to a better understanding by all 
parties of the issues before the board; 

(b) participated in the hearing in a responsible manner and 
cooperated with other interveners having common 
objectives in the outcome of the proceeding in order to 
avoid a duplication of intervention; 

(c) made a reasonable effort to secure alternative funding 
where such funding was available to the intervener; 

(d) had a substantial interest in the outcome of the proceeding 
and represented the interests of a substantial number of 
ratepayers; and 

(e) has made an application for costs under rule 33.” 
 

Pursuant to the Board’s rules, HC applied to the Board for an award of costs 

as specified in Section 2 of this Decision. 

 

In determining whether costs should be awarded in a particular application, 

the Board considers a number of factors including the nature of the 

application, the extent and effectiveness of participation by the interveners 

and the actual costs. 

 

Predicated upon these and any other factors particular to a cost application, 

the Board determines whether the intervention by a party was meaningful 

and of assistance, whether the costs were prudently incurred, reasonable 
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and necessary and by whom, to whom and in what amount the costs are to 

be paid. 

 

In NTPC’s letter it stated that the intervention was approximately equal for 

both utilities and the Board might consider splitting these costs at 50%. The 

Board agrees with NTPC and will approve splitting these costs at 50% for 

each utility. 

 

The intervention by HC was, in the Board’s view, of benefit to the Board and 

ratepayers within the City of Yellowknife and Town of Hay River. 

 

The Board considers that the cost claimed by Mr. Marriott on behalf of HC 

was reasonably and prudently incurred. 

 

Based upon the foregoing, the Board finds that costs of $10,657.03 are 

reasonable and necessary and that NTPC and Northland should each 

forward $5,328.52 to Mr. Thomas D. Marriott, in trust for distribution to the 

claimants. NTPC and Northland shall be entitled to recover this sum from 

their customers through the mechanism of the Hearing Costs Deferral 

Account. 
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