
May 9, 2022 

Northwest Territories Public Utilities Board  
203 - 62 Woodland Drive  
Box 4211  
Hay River, NWT X0E 1G1  

Attention: Mr. Gordon Van Tighem  
Board Chairman  

Dear Sir: 

RE: Northwest Territories Power Corporation (NTPC)  
2022-2023 General Rate Application (GRA) 
Northland Utilities’ Information Requests 

Pursuant to the Board’s schedule for the Northwest Territories Power Corporation’s (NTPC) 

General Rate Application & Interim Rate Application, dated April 8, 2022. Please find 

Northland’s Information Requests to NTPC, attached.  

Please contact me at chris.cullingham@atco.com if you have any questions regarding the above.  

Yours truly, 

Chris Cullingham  
Manager, Regulatory 



 
 

Northwest Territories Power Corporation (NTPC)  
2022-2023 General Rate Application (GRA) & Interim Rate Application 

 
Northland Utilities (Northland) Information Requests to 

Northwest Territories Power Corporation (NTPC) 
Submitted:  May 9, 2022 

Northland-NTPC-1 

Topic: Purchase Power Agreements 

Reference: P2-2, L13-14: “The corporation also has purchase power agreements, 
based on the price of diesel fuel, in 3 communities, Łutselk’e, Aklavik and 
Tulita.” 

 P4-3, L12-19: “Generation forecasts include confirmed purchase power 
agreements for renewable power with local and indigenous governments. 
When NTPC enters into purchase power agreements with third parties for 
renewable generation such as solar power, the purchase price is based on 
the avoided cost of diesel. When purchase power agreements for 
renewable generation are added to the generation mix, they do not impact 
fuel expense forecast although they do reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
which is supported by NTPC’s strategic plan objectives. NTPC will continue 
to support the addition of renewable generation to offset diesel generation.” 

Preamble: Northland Utilities is interested in better understanding the purchase 
power agreements (“PPA”) 

Requests:  

(a) Please provide copies of the agreements for each of the 3 communities with PPAs. 

(b) Please explain the “avoided cost of diesel” and how it is calculated (e.g. annually, 
monthly, whether it escalates with inflation, etc.). 

(c) Please provide sample calculations for the “avoided cost of diesel” in each of the 
3 communities. 

(d) For each PPA, please provide installed renewable capacity and expected annual 
renewable production in each of the 3 communities. 

(e) Were any capital upgrades – i.e. batteries, microgrid controller, generators, etc. – 
required to NTPC’s system to accommodate the renewable generation? If so, 
please explain the upgrades and how were the upgrades are funded and how the 
pricing of the PPA is affected.  

(f) Please provide copies of any GNWT policy or legislation or direction that helps 
enable PPA’s purchase power agreements in these communities.  



 
 

(g) Please provide an economic model showing the rate impact of the PPAs when 
compared to status quo or any other alternative that was considered. 

(h) Please confirm NTPC did not hire any lawyers or consultants to assist with 
negotiating the PPAs or accommodating the renewable project on NTPC’s system. 
If not confirmed, how were legal & consulting costs recovered? 


