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June 20, 2022 

Mr. Gordon Van Tighem, Chairman 
NWT Public Utilities Board 
#203-62 Woodland Drive 
Box 4211 
Hay River, NT, X0E 1G1 

Dear Mr. Van Tighem, 

Re: Northwest Territories Power Corporation – 2022-23 GRA Application (the 
“Application”) Process Submissions

In accordance with the Public Utilities Board’s May 20, 2022 process letter, NTPC 
provides its submissions in relation to further process. In making these submissions, 
NTPC is mindful of the Board’s guidance provided in Decision 9-2019 and aware of 
concerns expressed to the Board in relation to the need for adequate public participation. 
NTPC has also carefully considered the IRs received from the interveners identifying 
areas of concern.  

a) Basic Written Process for Step 1 - Setting Revenue Requirement 

The Application is comprehensive, fully compliant with the MFR, and was prepared to 
permit a simplified and expedited review with rate changes below the rate of inflation for 
most customers. The Application contains no novel elements aside from the proposed 
treatment of the shortfall. Accordingly, NTPC views the entire Application as appropriate 
for the written process described in Decision 9-2019, and specifically process steps 8, 
9, 10, 12 and 13.1

NTPC acknowledges the desire for meaningful public participation and understands that 
the public concerns relate to the rate proposals. For that reason, NTPC proposes that 
the testing and setting of the revenue requirement be dealt with through the written 
process with full intervener participation, while the consideration of NTPC’s rate 
proposals be addressed in a subsequent process with public participation.  

1 Per pdf pg. 22 of NWT Public Utilities Board Decision 9-2019; Process steps 8, 9 and 10 are dependent 
upon any intervener seeking to file evidence.  
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The revenue requirement can be thoroughly tested and examined through a written 
process. The revenue requirement and its various components, (for example, 
depreciation, amortization, capital projects, O&M, FTEs, overheads), are technical in 
nature, and best tested and examined by the interveners, and their experts, who have 
registered in accordance with the PUB Rules of Practice and the Board’s process 
direction, and who may file rebuttal evidence as part of the evidentiary record.  

NTPC is aware of the desire to provide meaningful public participation and understands 
that public concerns largely relate to NTPC’s rate proposals. However, NTPC views the 
revenue requirement setting as distinct from the rate proposals. As outlined in the 
Application, NTPC is seeking approval of its full revenue requirement. Approval of the 
applied for revenue requirement would result in a $10.6M shortfall at current rates.2 The 
rates proposed in the Application will address $8M of that shortfall by the second year 
of the 2022-23 rate phase in, leaving a $2.6M shortfall.3 Should NTPC’s full applied for 
revenue requirement not be approved, that will not impact its rate proposals but rather 
will reduce the extent of the shortfall.  

Given this and in light of the Board’s quasi-judicial processes, NTPC submits the written 
process is sufficiently accommodating to take into account the views of interveners and 
any public inclined to comment in writing on the technical revenue requirement issues.  
Further, NTPC proposes a full public participation element in conjunction with the testing 
of NTPC’s rate proposals, after the Board has set NTPC’s revenue requirement.   

b) Public Participation at Step 2 - Assessing Rate Proposals 

NTPC proposes that the Board set aside two days for the rate proposal aspect of the 
Application. For regulatory efficiency, these dates should occur after the Board has 
issued its decision on the revenue requirement. NTPC suggests that this step should 
occur in September to best avoid conflicts with summer vacation schedules in August. 
NTPC would be willing to seat a corporate witness(es) who would be available to 
respond to questions from the public during this public participation phase (similar to the 
ad hoc situation that arose during the 16-19 GRA). NTPC is also willing to work with the 
PUB to manage the logistics for this phase of the process, including arrangements to 
ensure the public may participate easily and cost-effectively through virtual access in 
locations outside Yellowknife.   

c) Example Schedule 

NTPC provides the following schedule as an example of the process NTPC is proposing.  
While the timelines outlined below are short, given the nature of the deliverables, and in 
the interests of regulatory efficiency, NTPC believes these deadlines allow all parties fair 
and adequate time to respond. Should no intervener indicate an intention to file 
evidence, the process can be significantly shortened.      

2 NTPC 2022-23 General Rate Application, Table 1.1, pdf pg. 10, and Table 1.2, pdf pg. 19;  see also 
Schedule 3.0 and 3.1 at pdf pgs. 68-69.  
3 NTPC 2022-23 General Rate Application, Table 1.1, pdf pg. 10 and Table 1.2, pdf pg. 19.  
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Process 
Step 

Proposed Step Proposed Date

#8 Intervener Evidence* July 5, 2022 

#9 (a) IRs to Interveners* July 8, 2022 

#9(b) Responses from Interveners* July 15, 2022 

#10 Rebuttal Evidence* July 22, 2022 

#12 Argument July 29, 2022 

#13 Reply Argument August 5, 2022 

#14 Board Decision – Rev Requirement

Rate Proposal Public Process At least 2 weeks post Revenue  
Requirement Decision 

(*as needed) 

d) Conclusion 

Proceeding as outlined above will significantly reduce regulatory costs for NTPC, the 
interveners, and the Board, and will reduce the complexity involved. Further, it will allow 
for broad public participation on the rate setting side and indeed is likely to result in 
increased public participation given the shift of the public participation dates from August 
to September. Finally, as the written process results in an expedited revenue 
requirement phase, and the rate proposal phase will deal with a very narrow issue, NTPC 
does not expect its proposed two-step process will result in any delay beyond the initial 
process contemplated.    

Please feel free to contact me at (867) 874-5254 if you have any questions on this 
matter. 

Respectfully, 

Paul Grant 
Chief Financial Officer 
Northwest Territories Power Corporation 


