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June 20, 2022 
 
Delivered Via Email:  Doris_Minoza@gov.nt.ca 
 
NWT Public Utilities Board 
203 - 62 Woodland Drive 
Hay River, X0E 1G1 
 
Attention: Doris Minoza, Board Secretary 
 
Re: NTPC 2022-2023 General Rate Application (the “Application”) 
MLT Aikins File No: 47309-17 
 

We are counsel to the Town of Inuvik, Village of Fort Simpson and Town of Normal Wells (the 
“TGC Communities”). 

This is further to the NWT Public Utilities Board’s (the “Board”) correspondence of April 8, 2022 
and May 20, 2022, inviting submissions from the parties on further process and their intentions 
with respect to filing intervener evidence.  

The TGC Communities submit that further process steps are required in the within proceeding. In 
particular, the TGC Communities submit that both intervener evidence and an oral hearing are 
necessary for the Board’s determination of the Application.  

The TGC Communities will provide evidence in the following areas, if allowed by the Board:  

1. Capitalization Policy - The Northwest Territories Power Company’s (“NTPC”) 
capitalization policy generally favours the expensing of costs as opposed to capitalization 
of those costs, for example, with respect to salaries. This results in a significant increase in 
revenue requirement as costs are expensed in the current year, as opposed to being 
depreciated over the life of a particular asset and this is an area proposed for TGC evidence. 

2. Salvage – Salvage is not proposed to be recovered in current rates, due to rate impacts; 
however, this will have an impact on future rates and creates concerns with inter-
generational equity and cost causation. If some of the TGC’s other recommendations are 
accepted, there may be room for a partial recovery of these costs and this is an area 
proposed for TGC evidence. 
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3. Miscellaneous Operating Costs - Certain of NTPC’s operating costs, including 
significantly increased insurance costs and specific FTE positions, do not appear to be fully 
supported and this is an area proposed for TGC evidence. 

4. Business Cases - NTPC’s business cases for certain projects, including the EV charging 
station, the Tsiigehtchic office trailer and its pole replacement program, do not appear to 
be fully supported and this is an area proposed for TGC evidence.  

5. Depreciation – NTPC has applied for several changes to its depreciation rates, excluding 
salvage related matters. The impacts of these changes and the reasonableness of the 
proposed parameters continue to be reviewed. Some of the proposed changes will have a 
material impact on the rates TGC members will pay and this is an area proposed for TGC 
evidence. However, to the extent the TGC determines these matters can be addressed 
through focused cross examination and argument, the TGC will pursue that course. 

If the Board directs that intervener evidence may be filed, the TGC Communities submit that a 
filing deadline during the week of July 18, 2022 may provide sufficient time to prepare the 
evidence. 

The TGC Communities submit that an oral hearing is also required to test certain aspects of 
NTPC’s Application and responses to information requests, including NTPC’s depreciation rates. 
The TGC Communities submit that any rebuttal evidence required by NTPC be filed by July 27, 
2022.  

We trust the above to be satisfactory.  If you should have any questions or concerns regarding the 
above, please do not hesitate to contact the writer directly. 

Sincerely, 

MLT AIKINS LLP 

Per: 
Rangi Jeerakathil 
 

RGJ:sdk 
 
cc: Distribution List 
 


