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       July 14, 2022 
 
 
To: All Interested Parties 
 
 
Re: Northwest Territories Power Corporation (NTPC) 2022/23 General Rate Application-
Intervener Cost Budgets 
 
The Board acknowledges receipt of cost budgets from the following parties in accordance with 
the Board’s hearing schedule, on July 8, 2022: 
 

• Towns of Hay River and Fort Smith (HR-FS) 
• Town of Inuvik, Village of Fort Simpson and Town of Norman Wells (Thermal Zone 

Communities or, TZC or, TGC) 
• Stand Alone Energy Systems (SAES) 

 
The purpose of requesting budgets prior to intervener evidence was to help parties plan their 
intervention in an efficient manner having regard to the Schedule and guidelines for the 
proceeding established in the Board’s letter dated June 24, 2022.  In that letter the Board stated 
as follows: 
 

..in the interest of regulatory efficiency the Board considers that hearing examination 
could be limited to specific issues on which a party requests hearing examination. 
Accordingly, any requests for oral hearing for examination of witnesses on specific 
issues should clearly identify the issues to be examined and provide time estimates for 
cross examination. An oral hearing on specific issues if requested by parties would be 
held on September 8, 2022. 

 
The Board also stated that public consultations with communities will be held on September 9, 
2022. The public consultation is intended as a forum for the public to ask questions of NTPC and 
make submissions respecting the application. The expectation is that the public consultation 
would not involve direct participation by interveners. 
 
The Board’s Rules on Costs, Section 5 provides as follows: 
 

The Board considers a budget for the participation in proceedings to be helpful to ensure 
efficiencies. The Board will require intervener and applicant budgets having 
regard to the nature of the proceeding, the process steps involved and the parties 
requesting funding. 
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It is not clear to what extent the budget proposals took into consideration the Board’s expectation 
for a one-day hearing, for the purpose of examining specific issues requiring hearing examination 
as may be requested by parties. The Board can advise that notwithstanding the budget estimates, 
parties should plan their intervention and costs in a manner that is reasonably aligned with the 
Board’s process steps and its expectations for efficient interventions. The Board emphasizes that 
acknowledgment of the cost budgets at this time does not mean acceptance or approval by the 
Board of the budget amounts filed by parties in any manner. 
 
Actual intervener cost claims, when filed (following completion of the proceedings), would be 
assessed in accordance with the Board’s Rules on costs and on the basis of the degree of 
assistance provided to the Board. In addition, each cost claim should include a submission 
describing how cost efficiencies were achieved during each step of the proceeding and 
demonstrate how the time and effort of each claimant, helped the Board in its understanding of 
the issues.  
 
The TGC notes in its cost submission that: 
 

Alberta Utilities Commission recently proposed a rate increase to its scale of costs for 
consultants increasing the permitted rate to $350/hour. This rate is only proposed and is 
not yet effective. Accordingly, the TGC respectfully requests the Board's consideration of 
an hourly rate for Mr. Madsen of $350/hour in this matter. 

 
The Board confirms that there will be no change in the scale of costs. 
 

Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 

Gordon Van Tighem 
Chair 
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